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Advancing 
Health Equity 
Through the 
Power of Data 

Dr. Scout
I run one of eight CDC-funded tobacco and cancer disparity 

networks. In this capacity I spend a lot of my time helping 

invoke system changes that build capacity of CDC grantees 

and health care groups to reach and serve sexual and gender 

minorities. 
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Our number one health risk

LGBT people use tobacco at rates 
higher than the general population. 50%
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LGBT youth smoking rates

Current
cigarette 

smoking?  

LGBT youth smoking rates

Current
vape use?  
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Worse survivorship outcomes
When compared to the general population of cancer survivors… 

Lesbians were as likely to report poor health. 

Bi women were 2.3x as likely to report poor health. 

2x

We want to disclose
In one study of emergency room patients, 

of LGB people wanted to disclose sexual orientation.

78% of providers worried about asking. 

90%
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BRFSS campaign
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2017 BRFSS

2017 YRBS
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Shifting demographics

Shifting demographics - 14.7M
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Models for Dissemination
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EHR Campaign
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Action Steps

1. Do your evaluation activities routinely collect 
SOGI as part of demographic measures? 

2. Are you analyzing and disseminating those 
findings? 

Thank you. 

For more information contact us at info@cancer-
network.org.
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National Behavioral Health Network

Meet NBHN
NBHN has 2,290 membersThe National Behavioral Health 

Network for Tobacco & Cancer 
Control is operated by the National 
Council for Behavioral Health

NBHN serves as a resource hub for 
professionals seeking to combat 
disparities specifically impacting 
people with mental illnesses and 
addictions.

www.bhthechange.org

Regions of the US Organization Level

NBHN MembershipOrganization Type
Non-Profit/Community-Based 
Organization

35%

Other 22%
Academic/Medical Institution 15%
Government 10%
Public Health Department 8%
Community Health Center 7%
Public Health Agency 3%

43% Midwest 

19% West 11% South 

27% Northeast

13%

36%

8%

43%

National State Regional Local

<1 year
33%

1-2 years
38%

3+ years
29%



Surveillance and Evaluation Webinar Series May 20, 2020

http://www.tacenters.emory.edu/resources/SEwebinars/ 18

Meet NBHN

NBHN Core PartnersNBHN Staff

Taslim van Hattum, LCSW, MPH Director
Margaret Jaco Manecke, MSSW Project 

Manager
Dana Lange 

Project Manager
Samara Tahmid

Project Coordinator

Data-Integrated Strategies to Assist States 

Communities of 
Practice

• 10-15 small state teams
• SMEs & faculty
• Focused action planning
• Peer to peer sharing
• Ongoing coaching

Consultation & 
Integration

• State needs assessment 
& outreach

• Educational sessions
• EBI-specific trainings
• Bridging relationships

State Strategy 
Sessions

• Readiness
• Leadership participation
• Cross-sector partners
• Expert facilitators
• State Action Plan
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Spotlight: 2019 Tobacco-Free Facilities Training

Spotlight: Impact of Training
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Tips for State Evaluators

Learn how to 
access existing 

(B.A.D.) datasets 
(e.g. SAMHSA State Survey)

Improve data captured 
to better define priority 
population & measure 

outcomes  
(BRFS, Quitline)

Strengthen relationships 
with Medicaid, Behavioral 

Health Depts. and 
Treatment Centers

JOIN THE NETWORK!

National Native Network (NNN)
Coordinated by the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan

PI: Noel Pingatore

Program Director: Joshua Hudson
www.keepitsacred.org
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National Native Network

A ‘Network of networks’ of Tribes, 
tribal organizations and health 
programs working to decrease 
commercial tobacco use and 
cancer health disparities among 
American Indians and Alaska 
Natives (AI/AN) across the U.S. 

www.keepitsacred.org
California Rural Indian 
Health Board
http://www.crihb.org/

SouthEast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium
http://www.searhc.org

Inter-Tribal Council of 
Michigan
http://www.itcmi.org/

Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s 
Health Board
http://gptchb.org/

Working with Partners

The NNN Tobacco Network is 
made up of 122 organizations, 
connected by 780 
relationships 
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36%

37%

38%

41%

48%

50%

51%

51%

57%

58%

37%

41%

43%

51%

43%

52%

57%

54%

70%

54%

How to design and implement media and marketing targeting commercial tobacco for AI/AN audience

Misperceptions and myths about tobacco/cancer prevention and control within your organization

Practical tools and solutions to barriers for practitioners trying to address cancer/tobacco health issues within non-health care settings

Practical tools and solutions to barriers for practitioners trying to address cancer/tobacco health issues within health care settings

Best practices for cancerprevention and control  for AI/AN communities

Best practices for tobacco  prevention and control for AI/AN communities

Communication or messaging about tobacco and cancer related health disparities experienced by AI/AN people

Current research on emerging topics in tobacco or cancer

Collecting new or improved data on AI/AN people you serve

Accessing existing data for AI/AN population

2019: Top 10 Areas of T/TA Needs Identified

Tribal Non-tribal

Strategies to Support States with Data

Connect with 
regional/local tribal 

organizations

Culturally-
relevant 

trainings & 
toolkits

Tailored 
consultation on 

doing things in a 
‘good way’ in Indian 

Country
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Spotlight
NNN disseminates 

successful practices 
for data collection 
partnerships with 

tribes.

Example: MI BRFS Tribal 
Oversample

N=563+state sample

Tips for States

Data Use 
Agreements, 

Tribal Data 
Ownership

Meaningful 
engagement & 

relationships

Long-term 
commitment 

Realistic pace & 
expectations


