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Historically Left Out

 Inclusive SOGI questions left out of large data systems
 Little outreach by health and wellness partners
 Discussions cut short and restricted

Limiting widely shared information about LGBTQ 
populations’ health and wellness needs…



Health Equity for All

“People who identify as LGBT come from all races, 
ethnicities, religions, and economic 
backgrounds...The need to provide culturally 
appropriate preventive care will increase over the 
decade.” 

Overarching Goals of Healthy People 2030

 Eliminate health dis parities , achieve health equity, 
and atta in health literacy to improve the health and 
well-being of a ll. 

 Engage leaders hip, key cons tituents , and the public 
acros s  multiple s ectors  to take action and des ign 
policies  that improve the health and well-being of a ll. 

Health equity is the attainment of the 
highest quality of health for all people



Pennsylvania LGBTQ Health Needs Assesment

The PA LGBTQ Health Needs Assessment collects data on LGBTQ 
Pennsylvanians’ experiences with healthcare providers, mental health, 
substance use, tobacco use, cancer, sexual health, financial security, and more. 

The health needs assessment was first piloted in 2015, with the PA Department 
of Health partnering with community -based organizations to collect regional 
data. Since then, the assessment was conducted statewide in 2018 (N=4,679), 
2020 (N=6,582) and 2022 (N=4,228) . 

The resulting findings from the PA LGBTQ Health Needs Assessment are made 
available to researchers, healthcare providers, government agencies, and, 
perhaps most importantly, the LGBTQ community. 



Data Collection, 
Media & 
Outreach 
Partners

 Alder Health  
 Attic Youth Center  
 Bebashi 
 Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 
 CenterLink 
 Central Outreach Wellness Center 
 Centre LGBTQA Support Network  
 The Colours Organization 
 Compton’s Table 
 Eastern PA Trans Equity Project  
 Erie Gay News 
 FACT Lehigh Valley 
 GALAEI  
 The Gay Journal 
 The Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of 

Commerce 
 Hanover Area Diversity Alliance 
 Hugh Lane Wellness Foundation 
 Human Rights Campaign of Pennsylvania  
 Keystone Business Alliance 
 Lancaster LGBTQ+ Coalition 
 LGBT Center of Central PA  
 LGBT Center of Greater Reading  
 LGBT Elder Initiative 

 LGBT Equality Alliance of Chester County  
 Mazzoni Center 
 Metropolitan Community Church of the 

Lehigh Valley 
 Montgomery County LGBT Business 

Council  
 New Hope Celebrates 
 NWPA Pride Alliance 
 The Pennsylvania State University Cente  

for Sexual and Gender Diversity 
 Pennsylvania Youth Congress 
 Philadelphia FIGHT Community Health 

Centers 
 Philadelphia Gay News 
 Proud Haven 
 QBurgh 
 Rainbow Alliance 
 Rainbow Rose Center 
 SAGECare 
 SisTers PGH 
 Trans Central PA 
 TriVersity – The Pride Center 
 Washington County Gay Straight Alliance 
 William Way LGBT Community Center 
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It was not magic…

It was…
 Ongoing partnership
 Commitment 
 MOUs and stipend payments
 Follow up
 Data sharing
 Listening
 Showing up
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2022 Report Recommendations

 Support Connections to LGBTQ-competent Providers  
 Support Initiatives that Address Social Determinants of Health  
 Identify Community-wide Mental Health Supports  
 Support and Fund Chronic Disease Prevention  
 Promote Tobacco Cessation Opportunities  
 Encourage Health Screening Discussions and Health Education  
 Bolster Community Supports for Black, Indigenous, and People of Color  
 Prioritize the Health Needs of Transgender, Non-binary, Genderqueer, and Intersex Individuals 
 Increase Discussion of Health Needs Among Individuals Living with a Disability and who are 

Neurodiverse 
 Continue to Enhance Data Collection 

Partner with LGBTQ Community-Based Organizations 11 



Summary

 The health challenges impacting the LGBTQ community 
are both numerous and pervasive.

 Resiliency factors within the community are strong.
 More work is needed to achieve health equity.
 More data are needed among LGBTQ communities of 

color and LGBTQ older adults to understand unique 
needs.



Regular LGBTQ community 
feedback over time is needed. 
More voices support steps 
to dismantle barriers, enhance 
community health, and further 
expand resilience. 





PA LGBTQ Health Needs Assessment

For move visit bit.ly/PALGBTQ

bradburysullivancenter.org health.pa.gov/topics/programs/tobacco research.phmc.org
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